
Saint William Catholic Church-Shelby 

Saint Thomas Aquinas Mission-Sunburst 

December 4, 2022 

 Second Sunday of Advent 

Sacrament preparation and Anointing of the Sick:  Call the Parish office  at 406-434-2988 or Fr. Peter  
Marriage: Call Fr. Peter Mikwabe at least 6 months before desired date. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: St. William before Sunday Mass and St. Thomas Aquinas by appointment  
Ministry to the Sick and Shut-Ins: Call Marlene Howery 406-434-2273. 

Fr. Peter Mikwabe, ALCP/OSS, Administrator   
Cell: 406-475-1274 

 PO Box 1010, 531 Main Street, Shelby, MT 59474       
             Parish Phone: 406-434-2988       

E-mail: saintwm@3rivers.net        Facebook: Saint-Williams-Catholic-Church   
Parish website: stwilliamshelbymt.org                         

TIME OF TRUE REPENTANCE 
The word “repent” comes from the Greek word metanoia and literally means to “re-think” or 

“change one’s mind”. John the Baptist become a common figure of reflection during advent    

season. He preaches this message of repentance because our actions stem from our thoughts. If 
we want to change our lives, we must change our thinking first. The call to repent is the invitation 

to see things from God’s perspective and to take on the “mind of Christ” (1 Cor 2:16). As Bishop 

Daniel comments, when we see the situations of our lives from God’s point of view, we will correctly    

prioritize our values and respond in a Christ-like way to the situations we face. Being a disciple is not a 
matter of following rules and regulations or just external observances. Rather, it is a matter of living in 

deep communion with God and expressing that communion in the way we act. Repentance is a good thing. 

There is both an inherent relationship and a difference between the moments of conversion and repentance 

in a person’s life. Conversion means to “turn towards” the Lord and occurs in moments when a person’s 

life is re-directed toward God. These moments can be born from a realization of God’s presence, God’s 
Love, and God’s forgiveness. Conversion occurs when we willingly refocus our lives on God. However, 

conversion must be lived out in practical actions so that our lives are, indeed, conformed to Christ Jesus 

and the Gospel. As we undertake each change, each step, we come closer to being conformed to the Lord. 

Repentance is the process of progressing in closeness to God through a life evermore conformed to the 
Gospel. The teachings of Jesus and our Lord’s way of life are meant to inspire us so that we will follow 

wherever He leads us. Most people think of the term repentance in a penitential sense and so believe it to 

involve actions of self-denial, self-mortification, amendment of life, and so forth. While the process of re-

pentance may involve these things, as well as other ascetic practices, it is a much more positive process. Its 
goal is to bring us to deeper communion with the Lord both in how we think and in what we do.     Fr. Peter  

Check out the Diocese website at diocesehelena.org where you can view 

 all the news and events that are happening in our Diocese.  

If you would like to view a livestream Mass from the Cathedral, go to  

the Cathedral website at sthelenas.org, where it is easy to access  

todays Mass or, a virtual tour of the Cathedral. 

To view Bishop Vetter’s Friday messages, story time and special messages go to  

diocesehelena.org/video-and-livestream. There are a great many videos of Bishop  

Vetter, from his journeys around the Diocese to his work with seminarians, and more. 

MASS SCHEDULE AND INTENTIONS 

Monday, December 5, No Masses 

Tuesday, December 6, 5:30pm at St. Margaret in Cut Bank  

Wednesday, December 7, Vigil Mass for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

      5:30pm Mass at St. William ( † Ann Rapkoch by the Rapkoch family)  

Thursday, December 8, Feast of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

           12:10pm Mass at St. Margaret in Cut Bank 

           5:45pm Mass at St. Francis in Valier 

Friday, December 9, 12:10pm  Mass at St. William ( † Veanne Hawbaker by the Hartmans) 

Saturday, December 10, 5:30pm, Mass at St. Margaret in Cut Bank 

Sunday, December 11, 8:30am, Mass at St. Francis in Valier        

                   10:30am, Mass at St. William ( † Mark Cole by Virginia Kalbfleisch)                                       

                            5:00pm Mass at St. Thomas Aquinas ( † Mary Ellen McCormick by  

            James McCormick)                                                      

ST. WILLIAM  
COLLECTION REPORT  

Monthly Goal: $6,000.00 
October to Date: $6,351.00 
November Ahead: $351.00 

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS 
COLLECTION REPORT 

Monthly Goal: $2,400.00 
November to Date: $2,840.00 
November Ahead: $440.00 

Catholic Radio 

97.5FM Conrad, 97.1FM Great Falls,       

107.9FM Belt, 105.5FM Lewistown,            

105.9FM Kalispell,  

 97.5FM & 1240AM & 100.9FM Billings,  

101.9FM Missoula, 98.5FM Butte,                   

90.7FM Polson 

                        Jesus is Alive! 
Please take time to fill out your Annual Catholic Appeal donation form if you have  

not already done so. There are extra forms in the back of the church. 
The appeal is so important for the many offices and outreaches offered by our parish  

through  the Diocese.  Please be generous. 

Penance Services for Advent are scheduled: 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7 @ 6:30pm   ST. WILLIAM-Shelby 

SUNDAY BEFORE MASS,  ALL SUNDAYS OF ADVENT  

@ 4:30pm at ST. THOMAS AQUINAS-Sunburst, starting November 27 

Mrs. Santa’s Cookie Sale 
Christmas cookies will be on sale on December 10th from 10am to 
12pm at the Parish Hall. Each family is asked to donate 4 dozen    
Christmas cookies or candy for the sale. Proceeds to go to the 
Devries family from Conrad who lost their home in a fire this fall.  

Please bring your goodies to the hall  
Friday night between 5 and 6 

Thank you so much to all the volunteers who help with snow removal for  

our church property. You are very much appreciated! 

In 1854, Pope Pius IX declared the dogma of the Immaculate     
Conception: The Most Holy Virgin Mary was, in the very first moment 
of her conception, by a unique gift of grace and privilege of Almighty 
God and in view of the merits of Jesus Christ the Redeemer of   
mankind, preserved free from all stain of original sin.”                    
   Ineffabilis  Deus, Apostolic Constitution of Pope Pius IX                  
      on the Immaculate Conception) 


